
 

 Improvised Explosive Device Recognition and 
Response 

 

 

 
Instructor: Gary Bills 
 

Gary is retired from active Law Enforcement after 29 years of service, 22 with the Dallas /Fort Worth 
International Airport Police Department. During his career in Law Enforcement, Gary has worked Patrol, 
Undercover Narcotics Investigations, Criminal Investigations, Solo Motors, SWAT/Tactical, and Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal. He retired as Lieutenant with the Special Operations Division over EOD and Explosives 
Detection Canines. Gary is a certified Hazardous Devices Technician and was the Bomb Squad Commander 
for DFW Airport Bomb Squad. Gary has training in Advanced Explosives Disposal Techniques, Home Made 
Explosives, Large Vehicle Counter Measures, and Electronic Counter Measures. Gary holds a Master Peace 
Officer Certification for the State of Texas and an Instructor Certification from Texas Commission on Law 
Enforcement. He has worked internationally with several military units for the United States and NATO 
teaching Counter IED recognition. Gary has a bachelor’s degree in biology from Tarleton State University and 
a Master of Science Degree in Human Relations and Business from Amberton University. Gary also attended 
the FBI National Academy in Quantico, VA, session 241. 
 
Course Objectives: 

 
The use of explosives in criminal and terrorists’ activity both domestically and internationally has increased 
significantly over the past few years.  The Improvised Explosive Device continues to be the weapon of choice 
for radical terrorist as well as the closest threat, the narco-terrorists south of the United States border.  When 
an attack or threat occurs, the Police, Fire, and EMS first responders will be the first arriving officers at the 
scene, often without EOD and Tactical support for several hours. 
 
This course is designed to provide the first responder with the tools, knowledge and capabilities to react to and 
stabilize an incident involving an improvised explosive device or suspect device until qualified technical support 
arrives on scene.  The course takes the student through the “Who” with historical studies of previous bombings 
and current threats that face them.   The “what” is covered in the components of improvised explosive devices 
and the effects of energetic material detonation. 
 
Day 1 covers historical threats, current threats and explosives effects, including blast wave pressures and 
damage scales.  Construction of improvised explosive devices, as well as Homemade Explosive threats is also 
taught. 
 
During Day 2, we will instruct the students in Explosive incident crime scene management as well as testing 
their knowledge through tabletop discussions and exercises involving explosive incidents. 
 
The students will be trained in conducting a vulnerability assessment of potential targets in their area of 
operations and how to conduct a threat assessment and predictive analysis of an actual or suspected IED 
incident. Practical exercises will be conducted thorough group tabletop events that will challenge the students 
using threats in their AORs. 
 
This course will provide valuable information for the first responder to accurate assess an incident and provide 
useable intel information to responding technical units.  It also provides the supervisory and management 
officer with valuable information to determine the level of threat and what is needed to justify operational 
closures and evacuations.   
 
The course is taught by a retired Bomb Squad Commander and Hazardous Devices Technician with 
experience in maintaining operational capabilities at a major International Airport as well as insuring the safety 
of citizens and responders.   
 
 
 
 



 

 Improvised Explosive Device Recognition and 
Response 

 

Day 1 

8:00 a.m.-9:00 a.m.        Registration and Introduction 

9:00 a.m.-10:00a.m.        Historical use of explosive devices as weapons and to influence political agendas 

10:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m.       Current Threats 

11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.       Homemade Explosives 

12:00 p.m.—1:00 p.m.       Lunch (On Your Own) 

1:00 p.m.—2:00 p.m.         Homemade Explosives Continued 

2:00 p.m.-3:30 p.m.        Construction of IEDs 

3:30 p.m.-5:00 p.m.        Blast Pressures and Effects 

 

Day 2 

8:00 a.m.-9:00 a.m.        Review 

9:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m.         IED Detonation Crime Scene Techniques 

11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.       Lunch (On Your Own) 

12:30 p.m.-1:30 p.m.         Developing and Threat Assessment 

1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.        Tabletop Exercise 1 (Threat Assessment) 

3:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m.        Tabletop Exercise 2 (Vulnerability Assessment In AOR/RED Team Exercise) 

4:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m.        Critiques 

4:30 p.m.-5:00 p.m.        Certificate Presentation 


